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treated 3,983,747 patients In that year and rendered much the
greatest part of the competent, modern medical service given
in the entire country. They were under the direction of the
Inspector General of Civil Hospitals, the local hospital ordi-
narily being in charge of a Civil Surgeon, if in a District Head-
quarters, or of an Assistant or Sub-Assistant Civil Surgeon,
if in smaller towns. The staff was recruited on a civil service
basis, and was ordinarily quite competent. One Hindu and
several Christian mission societies had hospitals, but such pri-
vate hospitals were much less important, in the aggregate, than
the government hospitals. The Moslirn League maintained a
popular dispensary in Barr Street, Rangoon.
The Director of Public Health had two assistant directors,
and the following staff:
KXJRAL STAFF                                                    URBAN STAFF
5 district health officers             8 second-class health officers
5 assistant district health          21 medical registrars
officers                              136 public health inspectors
36 subassistant surgeons                93 vaccinators
79 inspectors
20 inspectors of vaccination
317 vaccinators
It will be noted that the proportion of urban to rural staff
was rather high, considering the predominantly rural nature of
the population. In addition to the full-time public health staff
listed above, a number of medical officers attached to civil hos-
pitals were required to co-operate in urgent public health work
when full-time public health workers were not available.
As indicated above, prevention of smallpox is the Depart-
ment's most complete success. When smallpox or any other
preventable epidemic breaks out, the department mobilizes its
staff of vaccinators in the areas surrounding the affected village
or quarter and vaccinates almost the entire population, thus
localizing the worst incidence of the disease.6 The Department
had its own facilities at Meiktila for the manufacture of lymph
6 The  postwar  Public  Health  Department  is  not as  well  staffed  or
equipped as its predecessors, but is improving constantly in both respects and
Is sending "epidemic mobile teams'* to danger points. See Summary of
Departmental Activities, January 1947.